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as of one who had worked in the parts of which
he was commissioned to write, in the year of the
death of Colgu of Clonmacnoise, 794: f( Coleu,
presbyter and lector, migrated from this light to
the Lord.'-'

We have a letter of Alcuin's addressed to " the
most noble sons of holy church who throughout;
the breadth of the Hibernian island are seen to
serve Christ the God in the religious life and in
the study of wisdom ". In this letter Alcuin fully
recognizes that in the old time most learned
masters used to come from Hibemia to Britain,
Gaul, and Italy, and did excellent work among
the churches. But beyond that, the letter, which
is far from a short one, is so completely vague
that it is impossible to imagine that Aleuin had
studied in Ireland, or had had the help, in England
or in France, of one of the most famous of Irish
teachers from one of the most famous of their
seats of religion and learning.

The same impression is given by Alcuin's letter
to the monks of Mayo, of whom he naturally
knew more. When the Conference of Whitby
went against the Scotic practices, Bishop Colman
retired, first to lona, then to Inisbofin, and then
to the place in Ireland now called Mayo, where he
settled the thirty Anglo-Saxon monks who had
accompanied him, leaving the Scotic monks, for-
merly of Lindisfarne, in Inisbofin, ^the island of
the white heifer.-" Bede tells us that Mayo was
kept supplied by English monks, so that it was
called Mayo of the Saxons. Curiously enough
they kept up the practice of having a bishop at
their head in succession to their first head., Bishop